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The paper is devoted to Poles at Kharkov University in the 19th-beginning of the 20th
century (until 1917). One of its organizers was Seweryn Potocki, a brother of a recognized
writer Jan Potocki, closely co-operating with Prince Adam Czartoryski on the reform of the
educational system in Russia, the first superintendent of Kharkov Educational District.
Despite a peripheral location, Kharkov University played quite an important role in the
history of Polish diaspora in Russia. Personal contacts, the popularity of Polish culture and
literature in Ukraine, finally, a multiethnic character of the city, caused that from the 1830s
the university enjoyed a lot of interest among Poles. Thus, it is no wonder that more than
a dozen of prominent Polish professors and several hundred students — after the dissolution
of two Polish-language universities in Warsaw and Vilnius — discerned their future there.

The majority of Polish students at Kharkov University, until the period of the January
Upraising, stemmed from borderland nobility, occasionally from the nobility of the
Kingdom of Poland. As late as after 1864, contrary to the government’s intentions, there was
an influx of the youth of non-noble origin to Kharkov University. It has been estimated that
from the mid-30s of the 19th century until 1917, about 1650 Poles passed through the
University. The Faculty of Law as well as the Faculty of Medicine attracted the greatest
interest of students. From the second half of the 19th century, a quite numerous Polish
community of Kharkov became a strong support for Poles studying in Kharkov. The
association Dom Polski (“Polish Home”), organized in 1908, played a significant role in the
integration of a socially diversified Polish element in Kharkov. The educational and cultural
initiatives, which were directed to all Poles, originated from this institution, and, during the
First World War, also independence related initiatives. Following the creation of the Second
Polish Republic (Pol. II Rzeczpospolita), the Poles educated in Kharkov had a significant
contribution in the development of Polish economy, science and culture.
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Z zabytkoéw naszej pracy, dawnego naszego zycia
zawartych w rgkopismach, dokumentach, papierach
i ksiegach, nikt nie korzysta, a niemalo tam, i w innych
Rosji miejscowosciach, jest zrodet do studiow nad naszym
zyciem umystowym i spolecznym.
Marian Dubiecki, Z przeszlosci (1861-1862),
Kijow 1910, s. 101.

Nie masz uniwersytetu w Rosji, ktoryby w dziejach
swoich nie przechowywat pamiatki o profesorach,
ziomkach naszych. Uniwersytet Charkowski, bodaj czy
nie najwicksza liczbe ich posiadal. Pracujac w dalekiej

od ogniska ojczystego stronie, mato mieli, albo i wcale nie
mieli oni moznosci da¢ si¢ pozna¢ w rodzinnym kraju.

Antoni Stanistawski, Zyciorysy. Wspomnienia
o profesorach Polakach w Uniwersytecie Charkowskim,
,,Gazeta Codzienna” 1860, nr 175, s. 4.
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