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Brzozowski Versus Miriam.
A One-Sided Polemic

Apart from favourable notes in the early critical works and comments
on Zenon Przesmycki (Miriam) and his contribution to the legacy of
Norwid, Stanistaw Brzozowski turned to the former with an increasing
degree of criticism. He drew his crossbow at Miriam’s views on the es-
sence of art, deploying various forms of genre. In the famous pamphlet,
Scherz, Ironie und tiefere Bedeutung, he presented Miriam as a figure out
of percelain. The image of Miriam created in other articles by Brzozowski
also departs from that of the real person and the standpoints the former
put forward. Here, Kazimierz Wyka took the position of the latter as his
own, which he went on to propagate. In so doing, Brzozowski refuted
Miriam’s oeuvre, editor of the Warsaw literary journal Zycie and Chi-
mera; his originality and groundbreaking ideas at the turn of the new
epoch. The latter did not respond to these attacks, which makes a recon-
struction of the conflict difficult - though the core of the clash between
two contrasting positions and temperaments in literary criticism can be
nontheless captured. This is thanks to the literary persona this ‘silent’
participant of the polemic left as testimony, as well as traces of this
one-sided debate in its reception within the circles of both writers and
their advocates. A broad perspective of literary transformations in the
epoch, it follows, allows one to appropriately assess both authors in their
respective light.
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